2o8      Truth on the Tragedy of France
Paul Reynaud addressed M. Daladier who, silent and
expressionless, looked as though he were paying no
attention to the discussions.
" Mon cher President, which member of the Radical
group do you think we could ask to table the vote of
confidence, since M. Chichery, the President of the group,
refuses to take the initiative in this matter ? "
M. Daladier took his time, cogitated and murmured:
<c I don't know. , . /* Then he let fall two words:
" Pierre Cot 1"
They sounded like a death-knell. The fact was that
Pierre Cot was one of the few members of the Radical
group to have taken an immediate stand for the Govern-
ment and particularly for M. Eynac, who was replacing
Guy La Chambre.
In the Chamber prevailed the sense of unease that always
accompanies great crises. A few moments before the
sitting began the rumour spread, like a train of gun-
powder, that the Radical-Socialist group had decided to
abstain when it came to the vote of confidence. Within
the group the struggle had been violent. Bonnet, Guy
La Chambre and Marchandeau had been the most
determined adversaries of the Government, and they had
carried the day.
" That means the crash ! " exclaimed an old habitue of
the theatre of politics.
One man alone looked more or less untroubled. His
composure would not last long. This was Paul Reynaud
himself who, ever since the President of the Republic had
entrusted him with " the mission of forming the new
Cabinet," had been living in a starry dream. The decrees
had appeared in the official Gazette. He was Prime
Minister. Certainly there was a battle to be fought. But
why should he not win it ?
He walked up to the Ministerial benches. A neighbour
whispered what was probably a bad piece of news in his
ear. He replied like a champion: " We shall have some